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BAMBOO FURNITURE. 

NOTHING can be more artistic and desirable for 
summer furnishing than bamboo furniture. 
Bamboo is truly a wonderful material, lending itself 
by every quality of its nature to the special service 
of man. Its larger stems combine strength and 
lightness in a manner unequalled by either timber or 
metal. It grows broadcast over vast regions in the 
Eastern hemisphere, where it seems to supply 
almost every human requirement, and where the 
feathery masses of its foliage hanging over road and 
river and village, bespeak an ideal of life beyond the 
reach of less primitive communities. 

Hatstands, gong stands, newspaper racks, fancy 
baskets, music stands, cabinets, fancy tables, flower 
stands, writing tables, lamp stands, Roman chairs, 
overmantels, screens, etc., are produced in bamboo 
work, and the peculiar originality and quaintness of 
Japanese and Burmese art is admirably allied to the 
requirements of tasteful American people. 

The manufactured articles are characterized by 
the admirable qualities of lightness, artistic grace 
and utility, as will be seen from our illustrations. 
They are usually finished in lacquer or gilt. The 
Roman chair in lacquered bamboo combines these 



of-door use. Nothing can be finer for such fresh 
air parlor than a bamboo couch, a combination of 
half-reclining chair and lounge, which, filled with 




Bamboo Arm-Chair. 

excellent qualities. The toughness and strength of 
the material are well exhibited in the design of the 
hall stand. The bamboo table, also illustrated, 
shows how the manufacturer can utilize artistic 
grace in the construction of this utilitarian article. 
The bamboo book case is simplicity itself. In fact, 
a great deal of bamboo furniture is most ingeniously 
contrived, rivalling the marvelous dexterity of the 
Burmese and Japanese, who on the slightest pre- 
text can construct from the strips of this material 
the most fanciful creations of the Eastern imagina- 
tion. 

We may have lacquered or gilt bamboo cornice- 
poles, as well as split bamboo for dadoing and win- 
dow decoration. As will be inferred, bamboo fur- 
niture holds an honorable place in modern decora- 
tion. For exquisite daintiness and beauty of outline 
it is the furniture of all others for the summer 
cottage, and a few pieces will at once create a com- 
fortable, reposeful and artistic apartment. 

The most enjoyable part of every summer home is 
the veranda, and for this nothing can take the place 
of bamboo furniture, as the pieces are not only ar- 
tistic, but are so light a child can move them, and 
this Is a valuable quality in selecting things for out- 




Hall Stand in Bamboo. 

movable cushions, makes an ideal resting place. 
The other pieces might include bamboo easy chairs 
and ottomans, bamboo tea-table, bamboo work-table, 
etc. For screens, there are heavy linen awning, or 
rattan or bamboo screens that roll up, and a swing- 
ing hammock and China matting will complete the 
list of furnishings. 



INTERIOR NOVELTIES. 



Br Carrie May Ashton. 



ONE writer, in speaking of this subject, says : 
"Our homes are not museums, where should 
be gathered together as large a collection as possible 
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of all sorts of furnishings, but they are places where 
we are to live and breathe ; where bodies are to de- 
velop and minds to be influenced by the subtle har- 



monies about us, instead of being cramped and de- 
pressed owing to the overcrowding that so many 
regard as a necessary adjunct of home furnishing." 

New dining-rooms have the woodwork finished in 
cinnamon, nutmeg and copper tones. 

A pleasant dining-room in a modern home has the 
walls covered with the chrysanthemum pattern in 
wall-paper, while the woodwork is finished in dark 
nutmeg tones. 

Among the new designs in figured wall-paper, 
nothing is more striking than huge yellow poppies, 
peonies, and the monkshood design, which is a 
pretty floral pattern in soft pinks, yellows and 
greens, with a rich shade of brown. 

A dainty room lately furnished for a young girl by 
her thoughtful mother is so truly artistic that many 
will be glad to copy it. 

It is a pansy room, and the prettiest one imagin- 
able. The entire furnishings are in white, lavender, 
violet and purple, with here and there a dash of 
gold. The snowy curtains have pansies embroidered 
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on them. The carpet is violet and white, and the 
exquisite bedspread is embroidered with pansies. 
On the pillow-shams is the quotation : "Pansies for 
Thought." 

The bed, dresser, chairs, and toilet table were 
treated to two coats of ivory enamel paint, touched 
up with gilt. The canopy for the bed is of violet 
India silk. The articles for the dressing table are 
white decorated with pansies. The chair-rolls, 
mantel drape, etc., are all ornamented with the 
same lovely flower. 

In one corner is a rattan tea-table, covered with a 
pansy-embroidered cloth, and on it is placed the 
most cunning tete-a-tete set of china, exquisitely 
painted. 

A pretty wall decoration was recently seen. The 
walls were first covered with plain pink paper. 
Cheap Nottingham lace was pasted over that, and 
the effect was most excellent. 

One end of the lace was fastened to the wall, and 
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